
2021-22 Reopening Plan  
Greetings To Our South Holland School District 150 Parents, Guardians, And Community Members, 

We are extremely excited to share with you this special edition of the South Holland School District 150 Summer Newsletter! 
Throughout the newsletter, you will find wonderful articles written by the Board of Education and the administrators from 
each department within our district and from each of our schools.  Each article will provide you with exciting and important 
information related to the 2021-2022 school year. 

The first day of school for the 2021-2022 school year will be August 30, 2021, and we are delighted to have all of our students 
return to school! This summer, we have been working diligently to develop a viable Reopening Plan. South Holland School 
District 150 is committed to providing a safe, secure and healthy learning environment for all students and staff.   Below you 
will find the key points of the 2021-2022 Reopening Plan: 

Key Points of the 2021-2022 Reopening Plan 

The following mandates are in effect for students in Illinois for the 2021-2022 school year: 
• On Wednesday, May 19, 2021, the Illinois State Board of Education voted unanimously for all students to return to in-

person learning.  
• On Wednesday, August 4, 2021, Governor Pritzker announced that all students, district employees and visitors will be 

required to wear a mask within all school districts in Illinois, while indoors, regardless of vaccination status. 
Students, staff, and bus company employees are also required to wear a mask on school buses, regardless of 
vaccination status.  

• The State of Illinois also requires all public and nonpublic schools to comply with contact tracing, in combination with 
isolation and quarantine, as directed by state and local public health departments. 

South Holland School District 150 will also adhere to the following CDC Guidance and IDPH Health and Safety 
Requirements: 

•Vaccinations for eligible students and all employees will be encouraged. 
•Vaccination status and proof of vaccinations will be collected for students who are eligible for the vaccine and for all 

employees. 
•COVID-19 SHIELD saliva testing will be conducted weekly for all students and employees. Parents and employees who do 

not consent to testing must complete an Opt Out form to revoke consent. However, please note, students and staff 
members who participate in the COVID-19 SHIELD testing will not have to quarantine as result of contact tracing, if 
they do not exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 AND have been vaccinated OR if they do not exhibit symptoms of 
COVID-19 AND are participating in COVID-19 SHIELD testing. 

•Spaces within the schools, including classrooms and lunchrooms, will be configured to allow social distancing of 3 feet, 
whenever possible, as recommended by the CDC. 

•Mitigation strategies, such as frequent handwashing and sanitizing, will be practiced throughout the district, as well as 
encouraging individuals who are sick to stay home and get tested for COVID-19. 

•Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) supplies will be provided for all classrooms and employees. 
•Ventilation will be improved, to the extent possible. 

•Surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected, regularly, to maintain healthy environments.  

Please use your mobile or electronic device to scan the QR code to access the complete 2021-2022 
Reopening Plan document that is posted on the district website.   



SD150 School Board Message  
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We are thrilled that our students will be returning to in-
person learning on August 30, 2021, and we have been hard at work to prepare for their return. 
Please be reassured that we are committed to establishing a safe and healthy learning 
environment within the district as our students return to in-person learning in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. First and foremost, the well-being of our students and staff is of the 

highest priority, and therefore, we will always err on the side of caution and in the 
best interest of the students and staff.  We believe that we must protect our 
children from bringing the virus home to their families who may be more 
susceptible. We also believe that protecting our children protects the community. 
Please use the QR code on the first page of this newsletter to access the Reopening 
Plan that has been created to keep our students and staff safe as they return to 

school for the 2021-2022 school year.  

We are also exited to share that the entire 2nd floor of McKinley Junior High School has been completely renovated this 
summer! As the 7th and 8th grade students return to school within our district, they will have brand new, beautiful, and state-
of-the-art classrooms! Our students deserve the very best, and this renovation will provide them with the exceptional 
aesthetic environment that they deserve.  

The Board of Education of South Holland School District 150 would like to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincere thanks 
to the South Holland community for your continued support of us as the governing body of this wonderful school district. We 
are committed to dedicating our time and efforts to serve the district, and ultimately enhance the community through our 
service. As members of the Board of Education, it is our mission to support our exceptional staff in providing a well-rounded, 
quality education for all students, which addresses their academic, social and emotional needs. 

Superintendent’s Message 
Greetings South Holland School District 150 Parents and Community Members, 

It is with great pleasure and excitement that I write my first letter to you as the Interim Superintendent 
of this wonderful school district! I began my transition into the district during the months of May and 
June to facilitate my entry into my new role, and on July 1, 2021, my Interim Superintendency became 
official. Throughout the 2021-2022 school year, I will be working diligently to provide the leadership 

and support that is needed to continue the great work and accomplishments of School District 150. 

During my service in South Holland School District 150, one of my main goals will be to continue 
the important work that has been implemented within the district to keep students, staff and 
parent visitors safe during the Covid-19 pandemic. The safety of all of our students, as well as the 

safety of our valuable stakeholders – parents, staff and community members- will be our main priority. Please feel free 
to contact us with any questions or concerns that you may have related to our plans for Covid-19 safety.  

I am looking forward to my virtual and in-person interactions with School District 150 students and parents, as well as 
the South Holland community members. I have always admired the South Holland motto of Faith, Family, & Future. For 
many years, my family and I have worshipped in South Holland, so I have felt a close connection to the Faith expressed 
within the South Holland motto. Now, I am ecstatic to be a part of the Family and Future of South Holland by working 
with the amazing families within this school district and serving the students who are truly our future!  

Please feel free to contact me at (708) 339-4240 to say hello, express concerns or share ideas. I can’t wait to hear from 
you! 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Michele Morris        
                                           Scan the QR Code for Dr. Morris’ Biography 

(Top Row)  Della Mayes,  
Aronesius Cunningham, Lawrence Wilson, 

Felicia Houston (Bottom Row)  Sherie Nunnally, 
Stacy Magee, Pamela Tucker

Dr. Michele Morris 
Superintendent



Greenwood Elementary 

Welcome back to school! We hope you have had a fun-filled summer with your family. 
Greenwood’s administration and support staff have worked throughout the summer to 
prepare for another exceptional educational experience for each student. As the school year 
approaches, our staff will continue to work diligently to create engaging learning 

environments in the classrooms. All we need now is our students! 

Not many can argue that the 2020-2021 school year was not a challenging 
one. I hope we can all look back on the events and agree how amazingly 

resilient our students, teachers, families, and community members are! I am so proud of our students and 
staff members for all of their hard work and well-earned successes. On behalf of all of us at Greenwood 
Elementary School, I would like to thank everyone for their patience, enthusiasm, and support. Together, we 
made the most out of this year! 

For fall 2021, Suite 360, our Social Emotional Learning Program (SEL) will continue to be our catalyst to 
ensure our student’s academics, as well as social emotional development needs are being met. Additional 
resources and support will be added to address the learning loss for all students. 

We wish you a summer full of memories, relaxation, and cherished moments with your children. We will see 
our Grizzlies in August. The first day of school for 2021-2022 is Monday August 30, 2021. Until that time, be 
well. 

McKinley Elementary & Junior High  
The staff of McKinley Elementary and Junior High School are looking forward to the 2021-22 
school year with enthusiasm and determination to make it successful for all learners. 
Teachers and staff are preparing for the return to in-person teaching and learning. McKinley’s 
staff and I, welcome our students to a fresh start and new beginning. As we all are aware, the 

impact of COVID-19 from this past school year has made us even more 
intentional about expanding more opportunities for student academic 
achievement, staff development, parental involvement, and community 
engagement. Our goal is to continue to guide students to social awareness and 

civil involvement, while maintaining an educational environment where they are empowered to become 
successful, life-long learners. 

I am grateful and thankful for each and every McKinley educator, staff member, student, community member, 
and families of South Holland School District 150. We are eager to showcase to our students and families the 
new renovations at McKinley and the additions to our expanded curriculum. If you have not, I, along with my 
administrative team, hope you take some time during the remainder of this summer to relax and reenergize. 
McKinley families know that without any doubt, you have our school’s gratitude for all you do. Remember, 
this upcoming school year, like last year, is going to require all hands on deck, doing whatever it takes — to 
make the return to in person learning safe, organized, and enjoyable.       
 
Together We Win (TWW)!   

Ms. Carla Cunningham, Principal  
Ms. Antoinette Patton, Assistant Principal  

Dr. Jerome Ferrell, Principal  
Ms. Ayanna Perkins, Assistant Principal  
Mr. Joseph Ingram, Assistant Principal



Curriculum Department 
Welcome parents and community members of School District 150 to the 2021-2022 school year. We 
look forward to a partnership with you as we prepare for a productive school year filled with 
educational supports to meet the needs of our students. We are committed to this year’s ABC’s of 
education. 

A is for the Art of Learning and Assessment Assessment is the tool which drives student learning. Accurate 
assessment data is important in the planning and development of teaching and learning activities.

“Purposeful formative assessment supports all standards, guides instructional decision, and 
informs targeted responses. It is an essential component of mastery.” –Laura Greenstein

B is for Balance and Best Practices Living through the COVID-19 pandemic was new for everyone.  A wise 
person once stated that we learn best through experience.  As we move through this school year, we will evaluate 
and reflect to modify our instructional practices for the best interest of our educational community. We understand 
the need to differentiate instruction by providing a wide variety of teaching techniques and balancing our 
resources to instruct our diverse learners. Best practice learning activities are embedded on our 
district website and teacher canvas pages. Be sure to visit sd150.instructure.com to set up your 
parent account and view your student courses. 

C is for Communication and Collaboration We are fortunate to have a collaborative SD150 
educational community.  The time given with formal and informal feedback from parents, 
students and staff has been key to strengthening the partnership between school and home. On 
each teacher’s CANVAS page you will find a wealth of information in regards to your child(ren)’s learning 
activities. We use BrightArrow and Remind to communicate important messages from the district and schools. It is 
very important that the most current email and phone information is within our PowerSchool System. Current 
information within our systems will help to ensure you receive updates and other school/district important 
information. If you have to update your information please contact your child’s school. Parents, we thank you for 
your continued support, active participation and flexibility, as we strive for A+ service to our youth so that we can 
B the best we can be in order to C success! 

Technology Department 
The Technology Department is powering up for the 2021-22 school year and is excited to 
welcome students back. This year we are bringing iPads and Chromebooks into our 3-8 
classrooms and harnessing the power of both Google and Apple.  Students in PK-2 will continue 
using iPads and educational apps to amplify instruction in the classroom. Make sure your 

student’s technology is ready for the first day of class by making sure devices are fully 
charged, clean, and in their protective cases. All students will need to bring their iPad, 
charging cord, and block with them to the first day of school. This will ensure every 

student is connected and ready to learn!  Want to know more about our 1:1 program? Visit http://
sd150.org/departments/technology/1_1_program for more details.  
Registration is now open for NEW and Returning students for the 2021-2022 School Year and all registration 
steps will be completed ONLINE. To complete your student's registration, log in to your PowerSchool Parent 
Portal and click FORMS in the left hand navigation. Visit the REGISTRATION section of the South Holland 
SD150 District website for more information and document downloads. If you have any questions, please 
contact registration@sd150.org.   

Ms. Myra Lolkema  
Director of Technology

Ms. Tiffany Webb  
Assistant Superintendent

http://sd150.instructure.com
http://sd150.org/departments/technology/1_1_program
http://sd150.org/departments/technology/1_1_program
https://d150.powerschool.com/public/home.html
https://d150.powerschool.com/public/home.html
http://sd150.org/about_s_d150/student_registration
mailto:registration@sd150.org


Department of Specialized Services 
Dear SD150 Families,  

As we have ended our 2020-2021 school year, I want to take a moment to offer my sincere thanks 
to all parents and students for their determination, hard work, understanding, and enormous 
flexibility as we navigated an unprecedented time in the life of our nation, along with remote and 
hybrid learning. There was no shortage of complex challenges as we worked together to combat 
COVID-19, and as a community, I think we should all be very proud of how we came together and 

made the best decisions possible for the health and safety of us all.  

As we look toward 2021-2022 and see a brightening horizon, we look forward to having as 
normal of a school life as possible when we start again in August. During this upcoming 

school year, The Office of Specialized Services will have some new and innovative offerings in the areas of health/
wellness, social/emotional, preschool, and special education programming.  

Sometime in the late summer, look out for the second and third series of our Whole Child, Healthy Child Parent 
Academy, as we answer your questions and concerns about returning your child to school and myths and 
misconceptions on the COVID-19 vaccine on Thursday, August 5, 2021, and Thursday, August 19, 2021. As you make 
your decisions about the vaccine, we encourage all families to discuss questions with their health care provider.  

Preschool programming will be full of family events starting with Parent Night on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, and our 
special education families should be on the lookout for a survey to assess your interest in extended day clinical services 
for speech and occupational therapy.  

In summary, I look forward to seeing lots of smiling faces from both Greenwood and McKinley Schools and 
collaborating in a space where we are collectively achieving academic and social-emotional success for all. Enjoy your 
summer with your families and see you soon! 

 

Business Department 
I would like to take a second to introduce myself to the South Holland School District 
150 community. My name is Daniel Panici and I have been serving as the CSBO/
Business Manager in the district since August, 2020. Becoming a business manager is 
something that I have worked hard for over the past several years, and I am excited to 
take on this role with South Holland School District 150. 

The first year has been a busy and exciting time. Working with the administration team 
to navigate these difficult and interesting times has not been easy, but with the team 

that we have here at South Holland School District 150, I believe we have done a great job 
and will continue to work together to help benefit the students and community in any way 
possible. 

Through the pandemic, our team has been working to make sure all students’ needs are met. Throughout the past year, 
school districts around Illinois have been awarded different relief grants to help navigate these tying times. Within the 
business office, we have been making sure all federal funds are being used to meet the needs of our students. The 
business office is working closely with curriculum, technology, buildings and grounds, specialized services and 
individual buildings to make sure the federal funds are being spent in the most equitable way possible. 

Through the business office, we plan on using a portion of the allotted funds to continue to upgrade our schools so that 
we can ensure all students are being taught in an environment fit for learning. This summer, we are upgrading the 
Junior High section of McKinley and are excited about the progress that has already been achieved. We look forward to 
having students return to the building and are excited to give them the learning environment they deserve.

Ms. Camille Robinson  
Director of Specialized Services

Mr. Daniel Panici   
CSBO/Business Manager 
Mr. Gerardo Lopez  
Buildings and Grounds Director




